
  
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
  

 

CITY OF KINGMAN 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY COMMISSION 

COMMUNICATION 
 

             TO: Chairman and Commission Members 
 
                      FROM: Engineering Services 
 

      MEETING DATE: August 25, 2016 
 

AGENDA SUBJECT: Request for sewer extension variance for 5 Palo Christi Road, ENG16-0037 
 
 

 
SUMMARY: Lois Cantrell-Viola has submitted this request for a sewer extension variance for 

property located at 5 Palo Christi Road (Tax Parcel 303-01-183).  The property is 
approximately four acres in size and contains a 2,700 square foot home, which was 
built in 1960.  It is understood that the existing septic system is failing and requires 
repair work and a permit. 

 
 There is an existing 8 inch sewer line in Gates Avenue approximately 470 feet north of 

the subject property.  The elevations of the site and sewer main are such that a gravity 
extension can be accomplished.  Access to the property is from an existing 30 foot 
wide City right of way known as Palo Christi Road.  In the event of septic system 
failure, the City Utility Regulations require the property owner to extend and connect to 
sewer when such sewer is within 500 feet of the property.  Applicable sections of the 
Utility Regulations are attached.  The applicant is requesting a variance to the sewer 
extension requirement apparently due to cost.  

 
 There are additional properties along Palo Christi Road that will ultimately benefit from 

a sewer extension.  Staff recommends denial of the request for sewer extension 
variance.       

  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Map 

MUC Application 
    Utility Regulations  
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UTILITY REGULATIONS 
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CITY OF KINGMAN UTILITY REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS 

City of Kingman Article I: Definitions 
Utility Regulations Page I-4 

33. Service Reconnect Charge: shall mean the charge as specified in these regulations 
which must be paid by the customer prior to reestablishment of utility service each 
time the water is disconnected for nonpayment or whenever service is discontinued 
for failure otherwise to comply with these regulations. 

 
34. Standard Details and Standard Specifications, MAG: shall mean the standard 

specifications for public works construction published for the Maricopa Association 
of Governments and adopted for use in the City of Kingman. 

 
35. Superintendent, Sanitation: shall mean the officer appointed under Section 2.2B of 

these regulations or his designated agent. 
 

36. Superintendent, Water:  shall mean the officer appointed under Section 2.2B of 
these regulations or his designated agent. [Ord. 1756, 6/18/13] 

 
37.  Superintendent, Wastewater:  shall mean the officer appointed under Section 2.2B 

of these regulations or his designated agent.  [Ord. 1756, 6/18/13] 
 

38. Water System: shall mean the collection of pipes, pumps, wells, and other 
appurtenances constituting the City of Kingman Water Utility. 

 
39. Zone: shall mean those classifications as described in the City of Kingman Zoning 

Ordinance No. 135. 
 
B. PERTAINING TO SEWERS  
 

1. Abut: shall mean the public sewer is within a public right-of-way or approved 
easement adjacent to a property line and at an acceptable grade. 

 
2. Available: shall mean a public sewer which is located within five hundred (500) feet 

of a property line of the lot or parcel being improved or developed. The public sewer 
must be at an elevation which permits proper grade from the lot or parcel. [Ord 1041, 
5/15/95] 

 
3. B.O.D. or Biochemical Oxygen Demand: shall mean the quantity of oxygen utilized 

in the biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedures 
in five (5) days at twenty (20) degrees C. expressed in terms of weight and 
concentration (mg/L). 

 
4 Clean-Out: shall mean an upturned sewer pipe coming to the surface of the ground 

so that flexible cleaning rods can be passed through it. 
 

5. Connection: A sewer connection is the act of extending the building sewer and 
connecting into the public sewer main or lateral. A connection is complete when 
required inspections are made and flows from the building can be discharged into the 
sewer system. [Ord 902, 01/06/92] 
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CITY OF KINGMAN UTILITY REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE IV: WASTE WATER SYSTEM 

City of Kingman Article IV: Waste Water System 
Utility Regulations Page IV-17 

 
a. Each lot or parcel serviced shall have a separate connection.[Ord. 1756 

6/18/13] 
 
2. Connection Required When Sewer Available. 

 
a. At any time after a public sewer abuts a property and inspection of a 

septic tank located on the property by an officer of the Mohave 
County Health Department shows that the septic tank needs servicing, 
a direct connection of the property's plumbing shall be made to the 
public sewer and the septic tank shall be filled according to the 
plumbing code adopted in Chapter 5 of the Kingman Code. 

 
b. After the public sewer abuts a property, no permits shall be issued nor 

work permitted to alter or improve any septic tank located on the 
property. 

 
c. After a public sewer is available, no permits shall be issued to 

construct any private sewage disposal system. 
 
d. After a public sewer is available, development on a previously 

undeveloped property or redevelopment of a previously developed 
property shall be connected to the Public Sewer System. [Ord. 1430, 
4/6/04] 

 
3. Sewer Connection Design. New connections shall be designed and 

constructed in accordance with the latest edition of the "Uniform Standard 
Specifications" and "Uniform Standard Details" for Public Works 
Construction, sponsored and distributed by the Maricopa Association of 
Governments, as adopted and amended for use in the City of Kingman. [Ord. 
927, 6/15/92] 

 
4. Maintenance of Sewer Connection. The property owner is responsible for his 

sewer service from its connection to the sewer main to the building including 
the portion within City right-of-way and the tap itself. This responsibility 
includes, but is not necessarily limited to maintenance, cleaning, and 
replacement. The City is responsible only for the main itself. [Ord. 837, 7/2/90] 

 
5. Building Plumbing Where Sewer is Not Available. In areas where sewer is 

not available, new buildings shall be plumbed so they can be connected to the 
sewer when it becomes available. Drain piping shall exit at the front or side 
of the building. If it is likely the eventual sewer would be in a rear alley, a 
rear drain exit may be considered. [Ord. 1012, 8/15/94] 
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